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were instances in which the husband settled all his prop-
erty on his wife, upon condition that she support him for
the rest of his days and give him a decent burial. There
was such a contrast between the Egyptian and the old
Greek conception of woman that the Greek ofttimes jeered
at the Egyptian submission to feminine domination. In
Alexandria under the Ptolemies, accordingly, owing to
Macedonian respect for woman and the old Egyptian idea
of feminine worth and capacity, the gentler sex experi-
enced conditions altogether different from those in ancient
Athens and enjoyed a freedom similar to that of modern
times.

Ptolemy Soter, like his successors, was very fond of
women, and recognized fully the influence to be gained
by political marriage. Alexander, at the famous wedding
feast, married his general to the daughter of one of the
noblest of the Persians, but we hear nothing further of
this union. His first political marriage was with Eurydice,
daughter of Antipater, the old regent, and some years
later he married Berenice, the grandniece of Antipater.
He did not divorce Eurydice, but openly adopted the prac-
tice of polygamy, which was sanctioned in both Macedon
and Egypt. The two wives seem to have lived together
amicably, but Berenice was the favorite. She was a
woman of amiable but strong character, and she main-
tained unbroken ascendency over her husband. So skilful
was her diplomacy that her son Magas, the fruit of a
former marriage, was appointed King of Gyrene, while
her son Ptolemy was made her husband's successor on
the throne of Egypt, to the exclusion of Eurydice's much
older son, Ceraunus.

Ptolemy Philadelphus, son of Berenice, succeeded to
the throne of Egypt in B, C. 285, and for forty years
was the most famous monarch in the world. His court